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Ergotamine tartrate was
among the first ergot
alkaloids to be
identified and
prescribed to treat
migraine.

Ergotamines is contraindicated in
pregnancy due to their
vasoconstrictor and uterine
contraction properties

But… what happens if women
are exposed in the beginning of
pregnancy?
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26 Pregnant women, who were
exposed to ergotamine tartrate
combinations and referred for a
risk assessment

Structured telephone interviews.

Rates of major birth defects,
spontaneous abortions,
pregnancy terminations, and
live births were assessed.
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Of the 16 pregnancy with known outcomes
(including one twin pregnancy), 14 resulted in live
births, one was spontaneous abortion, one was a
stillbirth (in the twin pregnancy), and one was
electively medical terminated.
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This case series did not
identify major congenital
malformations following
exposure to ergotamine
tartrate combinations with
mecloxamine, paracetamol,
and caffeine.

Conclusions:

While causality cannot be
confirmed, placental
insufficiency remains a
plausible contributor to the
stillbirth observed in this
twin pregnancy.

Limitations!
Small study, no
control group

Larger
studies

are needed
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